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Minutes
Ethics and Environmental Sub-Committee 23/01/19
Committee Members Present: Sophie Atherton (SAT), Connor Bell (CB), Rob Klim (RK), Ellie Reeves (ER)
Chair: Ellie Reeves (ER)
Apologies: Tess Bonny (TB), Fabrizio Contartese (FC)  
Absent: Lewis Martin (LM), Jess Scragg (JS), Karla Primc (KP), Olivia McCue (OM), Tilly Norton (TN), Ian James (IJ)
Staff Support: Scott Arthur (SA) and Yasmine Haggar (YH)
 
1.    Statements from Chairperson and updates from members
ER: Introduced herself as Deputy Chairperson, thanked members for attending and noted those who were absent.
SAT: Updated Committee that she did not have enough time to take forward the ‘Uni Solar’ project on her own. Additionally confirmed that there had been no progress on ‘period poverty’ due to lack of feedback from committee.*
*Action: ER to explore this more thoroughly and get back to SAT 
 
2.    Officer Updates
Officers updated the committee of their actions since the last meeting, providing an overview of what has been done.
SAT: Noted that she has been very busy in recent weeks and has therefore struggled to find time to proceed with committee business due to volume of meetings.
RK: Referred to ER for further guidance on Go Green Week, wanted to ensure that everything he was undertaking was relevant to students.
 
 
3.    Go Green Week Update
SAT: Updated committee, informing that the large banner is currently in production and will be ready shortly. Described the banner as very large, and showed a photo of what the banner is supposed to look like. Further updated that not many external companies will be coming in during the week, apart from those already affiliated with student societies.
RK: Queried whether Extinction Rebellion would be allowed to attend – expressed that they wished to recruit students.
 
4.    Go Green Week – recipe cards
CB: Updated that he is working with societies on a series of recipe cards. Is looking at putting these into production soon, but they will probably not be ready in time for Go Green Week. Highlighted that these are designed to reduce food waste, as well as supporting sustainable and ethical practices.
SAT: Suggested submitting a design request to the relevant team at the SU for these to be made in a professional manner.
CB: Queried how these should be disseminated once they have been produced.
 
5.    Go Green Week – Reusable Water Bottles
CB: Confirmed that a design request has been submitted in regard to getting some reusable water bottles made.
 
6.    Litter Pickers
CB: Has been in touch with Sustainability Society who are keen to organise some litter picking session around campus. Queried whether the Students Union could invest in some litter pickers in order to further this ambition.
SAT: Confirmed that she is happy for a funding request to be submitted on these terms – but highlighted that the litter pickers cannot be purchased for Sustainability Society but must be purchased for the Students Union as a whole.
 
 
7.    Approval of New Committee Member – Eva, President of Sustainability Society
Committee expressed a willingness to allow this individual to attend and represent their society. Discussed possible ramifications of this, and whether it needed to be voted on by the committee.
SA: Confirmed that the new member is very much welcome to attend but the committee must approve her addition as an amendment to the terms of reference.
 
8.    Go Green Week General Discussion
SAT: provided an additional update to Go Green Week, highlighting certain events and things that were going on, extending invitations to Committee members to attend.
 
9.    Revisit of ‘Mug Library’
SAT: Confirmed that the implementation of this is very much possible, but stated that she needs to find time to have the required meetings.
 
10.    Any Other Business
CB: Queried the idea of an E&E Societies fund – and wanted to find out about ring-fencing a budget for this purpose. This fund would be open for societies to apply for, with the intention of assisting them with their finances if needed.
SAT: Highlighted that this might already be happening – directed CB to query this with other SU officers.  
 
11.    Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting
YH and SA to liaise with committee regarding this.
 

